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We’ll let our Speaker, Bobbie Millar tell you a little about herself and her talk: 
 

‘Did you know you can make music using Yorkshire rock? 
 

Bobbie will share with you the magical sounds made by rocks in the local landscape. She will describe some 
of her experiences over the last 20 years of public engagement with schools and community groups exploring 
the world of quarries and quarrying in order to introduce scientific information through music and other arts 
activities inspired by quarries. 
 

You will have a chance to play some rock bars and discover the sounds made by different rock types. You 
will discover why some rocks ring and others do not and how questions you might raise lead you into maths, 
physics and geology. She will tell you about some of the projects in the Lake District and Lancashire and of 
course, the Yorkshire Dales. The story begins in the University of Leeds in 2003 when a landscape painter 
from Bretton Hall College asked her to introduce him to some geologists. 
 

Bobbie is married, has two adult sons and lives in Addingham. Currently she has a company based in Ilkley 
called Quarry Arts. This grew out of a project, Yorkshire Quarry Arts, at the University of Leeds. Before 
coming to Yorkshire Bobbie worked in London as a teacher, lecturer and as an Assistant Registrar at the 
Council for National Academic Awards’. 
 
A couple of messages from your Chairman  
 

It’s coming up to that time of the year again !……your annual subscription falls due for renewal on the 1st of 
September and we hope you will once again renew your membership. The subscriptions are £9 for single 
membership and £17 for double membership (in the same household) and these charges have remained at 
this level for a number of years. Because this process takes a little time for us to complete we are starting the 
collection from this month ! Your subscriptions enable the Society to continue doing all the things it is good at, 
as well as helping to safeguard its future. The Society is an important and respected voice in the Community 
and I believe our Village is stronger because of it and I do hope that you will renew again this year. 
 

We are delighted that every year more and more of you arrange payment of your annual subs through your 
Bank and we would like to invite you to consider extending this by paying via Standing Order. If you do bank 
online then please use the facility within your Banking Application. The details you need are: 
 

Account 34995727        Sort Code 05-05-30        Account Name: Addingham Civic Society  
 

Date 1st September annually, starting 1st September 2022 
Reference is the first 3 letters of your surname plus the last 3 characters from your postcode eg Fred Jones 
of LS29 0XY is reference JON0XY 
 

If you do not have online banking but do have a UK current account, then of course you can instruct your 
Bank to set up a Standing Order. We have prepared a simple SO form for you to complete and send to your 
Bank. Just drop a quick email to our Treasurer (Mike Williams) and he will email you the form. Just email him 
at the following address and say….. send me a form Mike !! treasurer@addinghamcivicsociety.co.uk 
If you would prefer not to set up a standing order then no problem just pay online as many of you have done 
in the past by using our bank details as above  

• Alternatively, if you do telephone banking then, payment in this way would also be brilliant. Again, 
you will need to provide your unique reference as mentioned above. 

 

• You can of course pay by cheque: to Addingham Civic Society, please write your post code on 
the back of the cheque. You can post your cheque to our Secretary Gill Battarbee at 9 Main 
Street, Addingham LS29 0PD or just pop it through her letterbox or for that matter, any of the 
following Trustees letter boxes ! See below. 

 

Jim Robinson, 11 St Michaels Way 
Malcolm Keeble, 4 Springfield Mount 
Margaret Keating, 1 Sidebeck Way. 

 

• You can also of course pay your subs and collect your membership card at this month’s 
meeting, preferably by cheque please….. 

 

• We perfectly understand if, for whatever reason, you might still find it a bit tricky to pay your subs 
in which case just give Gill a quick call on 01943 839792 or drop her an email 
at secretary@addinghamcivicsociety.co.uk  and we’ll sort something out. 

 
Following your payment we will hand deliver your new Membership card. 
It goes without saying that if you do renew, then a really big thank you from me and everyone at the Society. 
If, for whatever reason, you feel you are unable to renew your membership this year, then can I just say 
thank you for your help and support over the years. 
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I’d also like to ask if there are any budding Society Committee Members out there ! 
As reported in last month’s Newsletter two of our members stood down (which means we now have 10 on the 
Committee)  and we are keen to replace them as soon as possible. I would have a chat with any ‘prospective 
candidates’ (!) and all going well they would be co-opted onto the Committee and if things go to plan, become 
a fully fledged member at next years AGM. Easy. 
 

And finally (gosh this is a long piece from me !) if any of you or indeed if you know of anyone, who enjoys 
helping to compile Newsletters and dealing with communications generally but might not want to be a 
Committee member, then please get in touch with me. I guess it’s a sort of PR role, for the want of a better 
term ! 
 

So, that’s my recruitment drive complete, for now ! 
I’m on 07824310508 or email me at: chairman@addinghamcivicsociety.co.uk 
 

All the very best as always. 
Jim. 
 
Our Environment Group 
 

Addingham Environment Weekend - 18/19th June 2022 
Our Environment Group (AEG) held its annual family friendly Environment Weekend in Church Field courtesy 
of St Peter’s Church on the 18th and 19th June.  The Field, now managed as a wildflower meadow, provided 
the perfect backdrop for the event.   Marquees located in the main car park area and gazebos positioned 
around the field were used to host displays, demonstrations and activities under AEG’s four key themes of 
Wildlife, Sustainable Water, Zero Waste and Zero Carbon. 
 

The Wildlife marquee included a comprehensive 
display by Jan Hindle and Anne Hodgson on 
wildlife friendly gardening and illustrated the work 
being carried out by the AEG in the village on 
wildflowers, bees, butterflies, swifts, bats and 
hedgehogs.  There was also a display on garden 
bird sightings prepared by Chris Acomb and David 
and Ann Austin held conversations with visitors on 
birds seen in their garden. Jess Penrose had a 
stall offering organic vegetables and companion 
plants grown by AEG members.  Heather Burrow 
led wildflower walks around the Church Field, 
Maurice White led walks in the Field looking for 
bumblebees and other pollinators and Diane Morris 
took visitors on a butterfly walk. There was also a 
post sundown evening walk led by Malcolm Secrett 
and Rick Battarbee from the Church to the Suspension Bridge in search of foraging bats. 
 

Guest projects on show in the Wildlife marquee included the 
Yorkshire Rewilding Network showcased by Jeff and Debbie 
Davitt and the Yorkshire Dales Millennium Trust’s Bee 
Together project directed by Catherine Mercer.  Catherine also 
hosted a stall promoting herb gardening for pollinators whilst 
Andy Whitfield of Heritage Wildflowers had a stand selling 
locally sourced wildflower seed. Birgit Carey of Bingley 
Hedgehog Rescue attended the event on the Sunday and 
Addingham Good Neighbours brought homemade bird and 
boxes for sale. 
 

Outside the marquee Yorkshire Wildlife Trust’s Yorkshire Peat 
Partnership presented their work on blanket peat restoration.  
The restoration project is designed to slow the flow of flood 
water from the uplands, reduce peat erosion and store carbon. 
Visitors were invited to compare the flow of water between peat 
and soil samples of different kinds to illustrate the capacity of 

Sphagnum moss to store water.  
 

The weekend was also marked by the opening of Church Orchard to visitors.  The orchard was created by 
Derek Law from derelict land over thirty years ago and is now a mature orchard with a wide range of 
traditional varieties of apple. Jane Farnell welcomed visitors across the footbridge and Derek was present to 
explain the history of the orchard and how it is managed today. 
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The Water theme focussed mainly on Town Beck. A series of 
gazebos positioned along the banks of the beck were used to 
host different displays.  Malcolm Secrett demonstrated the use of 
light microscopy to show the range of algae and other micro-
organisms growing on stones in the beck and Steve Cheetham 
(on Saturday), Tom Raper and Rachel Huxman (on Sunday) took 
kick samples from the beck to show the range of riverflies, 
especially mayflies, living in the beck. Jack Greenhalgh (Bristol 
University) captured both adult and juvenile signal crayfish from 
the beck and from the River Wharfe and described how DNA 
analysis of the water is used to detect their presence. Jon Grey 
(Wild Trout Trust and Lancaster University) demonstrated how 
electro-fishing methods are used to catch fish and showed visitors 
trout, bullhead and minnow specimens caught using the methods 
in the beck.  Simon Johnson brought a series of precision instruments to show how the Environment Agency 
measure river levels and river flow in the Wharfe and in Town Beck to generate data needed to forecast flood 
events and provide alerts to local communities at risk of flooding. 

 

In the Water marquee there was a display by Charlotte Simons 
and Fern Wilkinson of the Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust (YDRT) 
on the use of DNA to identify invertebrates and other aquatic 
species in the River Wharfe and a display by David Damant, 
Martin Robertshaw and Mark Wilkins of the Ilkley Clean River 
Group describing the campaign to reduce the frequency of 
untreated sewage discharges into the river from Yorkshire 
Water’s sewage treatment plant in Ilkley.   Other special 
attractions were YDRT’s SuDS House designed to show how 
water butts and rain gardens can slow the flow of flood water in 
urban areas and the Rivers2U mobile classroom managed by 
Catherine Mason.  The classroom contained a Rivers Table, 
designed to illustrate how a river forms and flows from the 
uplands to the sea, and microscopes used to show the fine 
detail of small organisms living in water. 
 

The Zero Waste marquee housed a poster display 
designed by Ian Benson describing how the different 
kinds of waste received by Bradford Council are 
recycled or disposed and he organised a competition 
challenging visitors to place correctly a range of different 
waste items into different bins.  Placing waste items into 
correct bins is one of the best ways of improving our 
waste recycling rates. Edith Grooby of Bradford Council 
kindly provided a recycling bin for display purposes. 
 

The Zero Waste marquee also housed a working 
wormery from one of the homes in the village showing 
how worms can feed on cooked food waste to create 
high quality compost and fertiliser. There was a series of 
large-scale Addingham village maps designed by Dave Johnson inviting visitors living in the village to plot 
their homes on the maps if they were using water butts, compost bins or wormeries and there was a second-
hand book stall.  The stall helped to raise funds but its principal purpose was to illustrate the value of re-using 
unwanted objects rather than throwing things away. AEG volunteers Ian Benson, Lucy Townsend, Rachel 
Brittain, Margaret Keating and Jon Shaw were on hand to 
welcome and inform visitors. 
 

The Zero Carbon marquee hosted a poster display by 
John Sykes on home energy efficiency and fuel poverty.  
The thermal imaging camera used by AEG volunteers 
David Bartlett and Ian Viner in village homes last winter 
and the home energy efficiency equipment box put 
together by Glen Thistlethwaite were also on display.   
Richard Walton was on hand to provide advice on solar 
panels and a number of electric cars owned by local 
residents were available for inspection.  The installation 
of Addingham’s first public electric vehicle charging point 
is expected soon. 



A novel feature of the Zero Carbon display was an invitation to play Climania, a new board game developed 

by researchers from Birmingham City University in collaboration with teenagers in the Balsall Heath area of 

Birmingham.  The game is designed to engage young people in the climate change debate. 
 

Activities for children were organised by Pam Morgan, 

Peter Miller and Debs Griffiths. Children chose from a 

range of environmentally themed activities. They 

dissected owl pellets to find out what the owls had been 

eating and discovered a range of small mammal bones 

and even a tiny skull. There was a great range of things 

to make and colour and many children followed a sticker 

quiz round the various marquees and gazebos. 
 

Children from Addingham Primary School also 

contributed to the event by presenting a display of work 

from the school’s Science Week, a week each year that 

AEG helps to organise and teach. 
 

Artist James McKay first attended the Environment 

Weekend in 2019 when he painted his vision of Addingham 

in 2069, a wonderfully optimistic view of the future that 

assumed a successful adaptation of society to a warmer 

world.  This year he returned to paint another view of the 

future but this time documenting some of things that might 

be needed by 2030.  He incorporated suggestions from 

visitors as they watched him paint. It includes solar panels 

on the Church roof. 
 

The event benefitted from a wide range of helpers and 

sponsors.  We would like to thank Mark Cannon and St 

Peter’s Church for use of the Church Hall and hosting the 

event in Church Field,  Dave Thompson and Totally Locally 

Addingham for marquees, Liz and David White from Bracken Ghyll Golf Club and several residents for 

gazebos, Paul and Maz Jennings from Addingham Scouts for the barbeque, Richard Hunter Rowe and the 

Addingham Beer Festival Committee for the bar, Wharfedale Ice Cream, The Memorial Hall and Methodist 

Church for tables, Mick Greenword for transporting tables, Mike Enever for transporting marquees, Sue Ross 

for poster display boards, Kevin Grosvenor for transporting poster boards, Bradford Council for wastebins 

and recycling material, Sarah Mayo and the Sandwich Shop for sandwiches and Harry Jevons and Don 

Barrett for photography. 
 

A very special thanks are due to almost 100 volunteers who were responsible variously for welcoming 

visitors, marshalling, helping to set up and take down marquees and serving refreshments. 
 

And finally thanks to Gill and our Steering Committee for the months of planning and hard work that 

contributed to the success of the weekend. 

 

Our Summer Party 
 

As you can see from the poster we’ve organised a Summer ‘bash’ on Friday the 12th of August. Not having 

had a Christmas party for a couple of years or any real get-together (because of you know what) we thought 

let’s have a party ! Bring your own refreshments and enjoy the live music from local band ChillPill, who have 

performed for us before at a Christmas do, some years ago. They are a cracking band and it should be a 

great night. Get your tickets from Gill as soon as you can as there is limited availability. 

 

Queens Jubilee Weekend 
 

Well wasn’t that brilliant. 

An amazing range of activities, expertly organised and mostly completely free of charge. 

The Society played its part by supporting the events where it could and by also making a significant donation 

towards the overall cost of the weekend. Money well spent indeed. A big pat on the back to Richard Hunter 

Rowe and his amazing ‘Jubilee Team’ for giving us a weekend to remember. 



Members Survey 
 

You will recall we conducted an online survey at the beginning of May and the response was excellent so, 
thanks again to those of you who took part. (We asked for your views on a range of Society activities as well 
as what you ‘liked and disliked’ about the Society as well as your suggestions for things we should look at 
doing). We published a summary of the survey in last months Newsletter and it included those things that 
some of you weren’t keen on ! 
This month we’ll tell you what you ‘liked’ about us and next month we’ll review your ‘suggestions’. 
Here you go with a brief overview of what you love about us !: 
 

• The number one by a long way (23 of the 76 total respondents) was all about ‘Being part of the 
Community, belonging, shared values, looking after, supporting and working for the village…..’ 

 

• 14 mention ‘the provision of local/regional information, keeping you updated, what’s going on, 
awareness…..’ 

 

• 9 talk about ‘Friendship, meeting other residents, good social outlet, coming together…’ 
 

• 8 respondents specifically highlight  ‘our Newsletters and our monthly meetings’  
 

• The various and range of our activities in the Village we undertake, with 5 of you mentioning our 
environmental projects and 6 our planning work 

 

• Our ‘ethos’ and ‘aims’ were mentioned twice. 
 

Richard’s Snippet 
 

Another super piece and a cracking photo, Richard. 
 

"Twenty eight editions ago I started these 'snippets' 
with a picture of Bridge 65, which is a ten foot 
diameter Culvert taking Hall Gyhll under our railway 
just east of Lumb Gyhll lane. I'm revisting the site this 
month as this picture - by Rick Battarbee - illustrates 
the amount of work involved in just building a culvert 
and the detail involved in constructing it so that some 
132 years later it is still fully functioning and in very 
good repair. The photo shows that not only are the 
walls and roof lined in blue engineering bricks but so 
is the floor. Constructing all bridges and culverts that 
have water running through them with a proper long 
lasting impervious base was essential in preventing 
heavy and continuous water flow from undermining 
the wall foundations. Another monument to the skills 
of our forbears." 
 

Harry’s Corner 
 

A short item this month from Harry and a couple of lovely photos. 
 

‘The main event in Addingham for the Queens Jubilee celebrations was the parade down Main Street  ending 
at the Memorial Hall car park . A very large crowd was able to take a picnic, have a drink, watch events, listen 
to music and meet friends. 
History in the making!’ 



A Village History Course 
 

We highlighted this course last month (as below) and we are delighted to say that there are still a few places 
available….so, get yours booked now. 
 

Following a very positive response to the “Our Village Through Time” course held last Year, Society 
members Catherine Snape and Ruth Nottage are planning a repeat this autumn. 
Running for 12 weeks every Wednesday from September 14th in The Hub from 1.30 pm to 3.30 pm, the 
course will explore the history of Addingham from pre Roman times to the early 20th century. 
Each week the course will cover a different topic and explore the many ‘ups and downs’ of village life, the 
entrepreneurs, the characters and personal stories of many long standing families. Included will be two short 
guided walks and a chance to understand the architectural features of some of our historic buildings. 
To find out more and to secure your place on this enjoyable and informative course please, contact Catherine 
on 01943  830976 or by email at- catherines17sb@gmail.com 
 
More stories from our Addingham Photo Archive 
 

A pleasant walk from Main Street along Low Mill Lane and on to Low Mill gives no hint of the dramas of 
nearly one hundred years ago. On Wednesday April 26th 1826, around a hundred and fifty weavers and 
others from Addingham and surrounding areas including Lancashire, marched that same route. The aim was 
to attack Low Mill and destroy the hated new power looms. Livelihoods were at risk for the traditional hand 
loom weavers. Shots were fired, stones were thrown. Thirteen rioters were injured and nearly all windows at 
the mill were broken. 
 

One rioter did not travel far. Anthony Miller worked as an ostler (stableman) at the King’s Arms, Church 
Street. Having thrown stones, he was found guilty at York of trying to demolish the mill. On July 22,  Miller 
was sentenced to death. However, there is no record of this sentence being carried out or him being 
transported. Perhaps he went to prison, perhaps back to working with horses. If he joined us now on a walk 
through Low Mill Village, he would certainly have stories to tell us about that eventful day ! 
 

Ian Cameron, ACS Heritage Group 
For more information: Trouble At T’Mill. The 1826 Yorkshire Weavers’Riots. George Ingle, Royd Press. 
https://Photoarchive.addingham.info  instagram:@addinghamphotoarchive 
 
photos: Low Mill (In 1826, the building on the left) Low Mill Lane 

Former King’s Arms 
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