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Grimsby Cleethorpes and District Civic Society is perhaps the YHACS’
member with the longest name! With a mind on ‘district’, we tend not to
distinguish ourselves between our towns and the whole of NE Lincolnshire.
North East Lincolnshire is a unitary authority area in the ceremonial county of
Lincolnshire. Amounting to 74 sq miles and with a population of 160,000, it
borders the unitary authority of North Lincolnshire and the non-metropolitan
county of Lincolnshire. Its 3 main towns are all coastal: Immingham,
Cleethorpes and the administrative centre, Grimsby. Surrounded by the more
historical industry of agriculture, their positions nevertheless are why each grew
into the towns they have become: Grimsby from fishing and into food
production, Immingham from imports and exports via the Docks, and
Cleethorpes as a seaside resort.
What does Heritage mean to the
people of North East Lincolnshire? That
was a question that was asked of us
at the inaugural meeting of North East
Lincolnshire Heritage Network, of
which GC&DCS is a part. Words most
commonly suggested to connect with
Heritage were: People, Places,
Buildings, Past, Future, Generation,
Histories.
Just a couple of the names of people
who are associated with our area are
Brenda Fisher, who in 1951 broke the
women’s record for swimming the
English Channel, and, from the music
scene, Rod Temperton from
Cleethorpes who wrote Michael
Figure 1 North East Lincolnshire Council, 2011
Jackson’s “Thriller”, along with many
other well-known Disco hits. Both Brenda and Rod are commemorated by civic
society blue plaques.
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Our most iconic structure is Grimsby's
Grade 1 Listed Dock Tower. 170
years old next year, it was originally
built to hold a water tank at the top
to hydraulically work the lock gates
into the Docks. Within the Docks is
The Kasbah. A town-within-a-town of
small workshops dating from the
Victorian era, up to the 1970's (the
area takes its name from a small
triangle of narrow streets within the
historic docks), it was designated a
conservation area in October 2017
to not only protect the historic dock
streets strongly associated with
Grimsby's fishing industry, but also to
attract funding to take it into the 21st
Century.
Great Grimsby Ice Factory Trust, a
spin off from our Civic Society in
4 Grimsby’s Dock Tower –
2010, has recently appointed a team of architects Figure
a landmark for 170 years.
to take forward the renovation of the Grade II
(Photo courtesy of Susan Milsom)
Listed Peterson's Smoke House. This is part of a
lottery funded project to make the building available for rent by Autumn
2022 as a smokehouse and retail outlet (Grimsby Traditional Smoked Fish has
been associated with the town for 150 years and is a Protected Geographical
Indicator).
Grimsby Ice Factory is outside, but close to, the Conservation Area and has the
greater protection of a Grade II* Listing. A building at the forefront of food
preservation from 1901, it is now redundant though as part of our Industrial
Heritage is currently the subject of a planning application by prospective new
owners to renovate and re-purpose as a theatre.
Grimsby, Cleethorpes and Immingham all owe their growth in the Victorian
and Edwardian eras to the Railway Industry which transformed an ad hoc
collection of villages into industrial and commercial powerhouses. While the
fishing industry began to fail in the 1970's, there was a strong tradition of
food processing which led to the area being dubbed “Europe's Food Town” in
the 1990's. Findus, Birds Eye, and Smedley's were just some of the food
brands pioneered in the Humberston Road area of Grimsby. Although
globalisation has eradicated many of the processing plants, their memory is
still part of the area's industrial heritage. For generations, school-leavers have
followed parents into the area’s food-based industries from the sourcing of
fish to the preservation, processing and haulage of that fish and land-based
crops from the area’s agricultural industry.
Present day commerce includes a thriving fish market using high tec trading
facilities, reduced food processing, much dock traffic with a wide variety of
goods including new vehicles both into and out of the country. An increasing
dominant Service industry for the off-shore wind farms visible on the horizon,
operates out of the Port of Grimsby where the Marine Control Centre is now
based having moved from Spurn Point, controlling the vast amount of shipping
in and out of the Humber.
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There are many areas of Victorian vintage, public parks, and the seaside
resort buildings in Cleethorpes. One such highly prominent building is Grade II

Figure 5 Cleethorpes seafront : Photo courtesy of Susan Milsom

listed The Knoll on Kingsway and can be toured virtually at https://
my.matterport.com/show/?m=M6GWAZprzFZ . Before the lockdown, when
much non-essential Council work was halted, the Society was working with
North East Lincolnshire Council to put 21st century heritage walks in place.
Cleethorpes’ trail is now accessible via the Love Exploring App for use on
visitors’ phones and launched this year as part of the Heritage Open Days.
Both it and the equivalents for Grimsby, will be expanded via visitor boards,
paper and website.
Immingham is part of the “district” in Grimsby, Cleethorpes and District Civic
Society. It is another community which expanded massively in the early 20th
Century due to the creation of the docks by the railway companies.
Immingham’s fortunes have ebbed and flowed with industry; since the 1950s,
the Humber Bank between Immingham and Grimsby has been synonymous with
various chemical and pharmaceutical industries.
Immingham still has a strong sense of community in its own right and has a
museum – with an absolutely splendid model railway layout! Immingham also is
our local connection to the “separatists”, or Pilgrim Fathers, who gathered there
after arriving on foot and sailing ship from Gainsborough and East
Nottinghamshire area, and to the eventual founding of America. The Mayflower
Trail starting from Immingham Museum, tells their story.
Recent large funding pots have enabled local regeneration projects. Grimsby
was an early recipient from the government’s Towns Fund and Cleethorpes is
benefitting from the Coastal Communities Fund. The final outcome of these is
yet to be experienced but the GCDCS is acting as a voice of reason trying to
balance respect for our history with the need for positive future change as
developments progress and all the while ensuring that community continues.
Links
•
•
•
•
•

https://www.mayflower400uk.org/news/2020/june/7-things-youdidnt-know-about-immingham/
http://www.imminghammuseum.org/
https://www.ggift.co.uk/
https://thekasbah.co.uk/
http://www.grimsbycleecivsoc.com/
Alan Nicholson,
Sue Milsom
Graeme Bassett
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VIEW FROM THE CHAIR
COP 26
Repair, recycle and re-use – these words, or variations on the theme, are
being quoted with increasing frequency and, as COP26 gets underway in
Glasgow, rightly so. We can all do our bit to help save the planet. Small,
incremental changes in our personal behaviours can cumulatively make a big
difference in reducing both the amount of waste that is produced and also
the carbon emissions generated.

But we need to do more if we are to slow, let alone halt and even reverse,
global warming and that requires leadership and direction from national
government, not just here in the UK but across the world. As I write this article,
COP26 has just started and, like many of our members around the region, I
shall be paying close attention to how world leaders work together to agree
new practical and deliverable targets that will, hopefully, set us on a new path
– one where all nations take climate change seriously.
Many of our world leaders are making the right noises – but they often say
one thing and then do another. I don’t envy them. Politicians have to balance
their promises on climate change with the need to keep their economies turning;
populations have to be housed and fed; people need money, jobs, pensions
and so on. The challenges are not easy – and the solutions are not obvious –
or, in some cases, palatable. Are we really prepared to make the changes that

….We owe it to younger generations and to generations not yet born to do all
we can to minimise the impact of our lifestyle choices on the planet….
might see our standard of living reduce? We in the west have grown
accustomed to certain things we very much take for granted: ease of travel,
locally, nationally and even internationally, great choice of foodstuffs in the
supermarket, cheap clothing, inexpensive holidays and so on. Are we willing to
see these trends reversed in pursuit of what might be perceived as intangible
and long-term benefits? The waves might not be lapping at our doorstep
today – for many of us, the worst effects of global warming might not hit in our
lifetime – but that surely doesn’t mean that we can ignore them. We owe it to
younger generations and to generations not yet born to do all we can to
minimise the impact of our lifestyle choices on the planet. We also owe it to
people living in developing countries, in nations that are facing drought and
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famine, or forest fires and flooding on an unprecedented scale to do
something now.
I suspect, though, that rather as with lockdown, there is a limit to the sacrifices
we are all prepared to make, even when it is in our own best interests. If
politicians are perceived as making life too difficult, people will push back.
Imagine what might happen if governments banned the use of all cars
overnight: the outcry would be deafening and, in a society built around the use
of private cars, the economy would probably collapse.

….We need to be vigilant in our responses to planning proposals and we
should be campaigning for sustainable development…..
But what if governments just banned the sale of ‘tat’ – how many people
bought Halloween ‘accessories’ – cheap stuff that will probably end up in the
bin and go straight to landfill? How many will buy fireworks, plastic Christmas
trees, plastic baubles and so on? And how many ‘unwanted’ Christmas presents
will be exchanged in the coming weeks?
Change is going to be necessary and some of that change will be
uncomfortable, inconvenient and probably expensive (although I’ve saved a
fortune on not buying Christmas presents for anyone for many years!).
Undoubtedly, technological development will help us to address some of the
threats we face – a move away from using fossil fuels to renewables is part of
that story – but it is our own behavioural change that will underpin any
response to the problems faced by the planet.
So, I hear you say, what has this to do with civic societies?
Well, much of our work is linked directly or indirectly to the issues that we need
to discuss. Where will people live and work? How will their homes and
workplaces be powered? How will people move around? Where will our food
come from? And so on and so on. We need to be vigilant in our responses to
planning proposals and we should be campaigning for sustainable
development. We must do our bit: plant more trees, greener urban
landscaping, flood prevention measures and so on, while also explaining that the
answer to traffic congestion is not to build more roads…..
A toe in the water
The YHACS committee has agreed to continue running events via Zoom for the
time being, so not only will our autumn meeting be via video link, but our AGM
at the end of January will be held on-line as well.
However, we know that people miss seeing their colleagues from across the
region in person so we are thinking that we might return to holding in person
events in 2022 – perhaps with our spring meeting. This will, of course, depend
on there being no escalation of the Covid pandemic – in fact, we will need to
be satisfied that the risk of infection has been reduced further. It will also
depend on us finding a willing partner society within our membership that is
prepared to work with us in hosting the meeting. If your society would be
willing to do that, please let me know.
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At Wakefield Civic Society, we recently dipped our own toes in the water of
live events by offering guided walks for Heritage Open Days. We limited
group size to around 20 people per walk and were pleased to receive
bookings although the number of bookings was noticeably lower than usual. It
felt good to connect with people in this way once again, but we are still some
way off returning to business as usual.
The Value of Heritage
One of the key ways we can contribute to the philosophy of repair, recycle
and re-use is by trying to ensure that old buildings are cared for and
re-purposed wherever possible. At Wakefield, we have seen an increasing
number of planning applications from developers wanting to demolish
perfectly usable family homes to create a site for the building of new homes.
Yes, knocking down one building and replacing it with a number of homes goes
some way to helping meet housing targets but this strategy only works because
of the profits that can be made from such development. The cost of demolition
and site clearance is now just a fraction of the overall project cost and is no
longer a prohibitive factor. Sadly, unless the building is listed or in a
Conservation Area, there doesn’t seem to be any way to resist this trend purely
in planning terms.
I accept that it’s not always possible to re-purpose old buildings; sometimes they
are just beyond economical repair. And some buildings are ‘in the way’ of
modern schemes – particularly true now when our town and city centres are
being re-thought to meet the needs of our communities in a post-Covid world
that puts less emphasis on retail as the driving force for the future.
It was with mixed feelings that I read this report in The Yorkshire Post of a
developer taken to court for demolishing an old pub in a Conservation Area in
Long Riston near Beverley. Sad that it happened, heartened that the council
took action. The saga does reinforce the need for suitable protection for
heritage assets. Not all old buildings of historic value are protected by listing
or being in a Conservation Area.
Celebrating our Distinctive Heritage –
new report from Historic England
Talking of heritage, and very much on
trend with where I came in, Historic
England has recently published a new
report Celebrating our distinctive
heritage: How the historic environment of
York, North Yorkshire and the East Riding
can help achieve Good Growth.
The report, which was jointly commissioned
by Historic England and the York & North
Yorkshire Local Enterprise Partnership, can
be downloaded here.
According to Historic England, the report:
“Highlights the incredible heritage of
York, North Yorkshire and the East
Riding, and the opportunities it presents
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for good economic growth.” Written during the pandemic, the report highlights
the resilience, potential but also vulnerability of the area’s historic places.
There is a need to adapt to changing times, and that includes decarbonisation
and the effects on climate change.
“The work also highlights how people, places and the economy benefit from a
well-maintained historic environment. Conservation and adaptation of historic
buildings has major benefits in terms of sustainability, can contribute to
regenerating town centres and can help unlock local economic opportunities.
Findings also shine a light on the strong diversity of York, North Yorkshire and
the East Riding’s historic environment, rich with clear and distinctive character,
underpinning the area’s identity. Indeed, it is this distinctive character that
makes the area such as great place to live, work, study and visit.
“Heritage is an important driver for good growth, and we hope this report will
act as a catalyst for change. A Heritage and Culture Strategy Group has been
formed, drawn from the project and other regional partners, to guide strategy,
target investment and drive delivery. This work carries importance further
afield too, as York, North Yorkshire and the East Riding area – comprised of
cities, market towns, coastal towns and rural landscapes – can easily be viewed
as a microcosm of the UK.
“This report is very much the start of a process. It can be a blueprint for
levelling-up heritage, creating a better understanding and appreciation of the
region’s historic environment, attracting investment and ensuring that heritage
priorities are reflected in stakeholders’ plans and delivery actions.”
Kevin Trickett MBE

COP26 – WHAT DO YOU KNOW?

?
??
???

Question 1 - What does the acronym COP stand for?
Question 2 - Where was COP1 held? What year?
Question 3 - What did countries agree to do at COP21 in Paris in 2015?
Question 4 - Who is the President of COP26?
Question 5 - Name two greenhouse gases in the earths atmosphere?
Editor - Answers below
4. Alok Sharma

5. Carbon dioxide and methane

3. Promote measures to limit global warning to ‘well below2o C’
1. Conference of the Parties

2. Berlin in 1995
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SCARBOROUGH’S MYSTERY…..THE MISSING
DISPLAY BOARD
In 2012 we were able to obtain Heritage Lottery funding for eight high
quality reproductions of works of art which we installed in display boards
around the town, the originals being in Scarborough Art Gallery. The idea
for this project sprang from a visit to Beverley where their Civic Society had
installed a similar trail.
This year our local council commissioned a software company to produce an
app which featured the Scarborough trail but when they walked the trail one
of the boards was missing!
As you can see in the photo of
the launch of the trail the lectern
was a very sturdy stainless-steel
structure which survived
unscathed for 8 years but
suddenly the top display section
disappeared.
This board featured a painting
by Robert Ernest Roe 18521921. The painting depicts the
South Bay during the great storm
of October 1880. Accounts vary,
but ten ships are recorded as having been wrecked or run aground in the
South Bay alone. ‘It will be remembered that during that terrible time the
lifeboat went off five times and returned with twenty-eight lives from the vessels
stranded here.’
After some investigations we came to the conclusion that we would never see
the original again, so we decided to replace it.

Was it the sea that again showed its force and took the board? I don’t think
we will ever know but you can check out the trail on the app by downloading it
from https://loveexploring.co.uk/ and go to Scarborough trails. Ours is titled
“Paint the Town.”
Adrian Perry
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SMITHSON TENNANT
SELBY-BORN DISTINGUISHED SCIENTIST
Smithson Tennant can lay claim to being one of Yorkshire’s greatest
scientists. His unusual first name stems from his maternal grandmother's
family who hailed from Wensleydale in North Yorkshire.
Smithson’s parents were Calvert Tennant and Mary Daunt. Calvert’s relatively
affluent family sent him to St John’s College in Cambridge and after
graduation by 1740 he became a curate in Lund near Hawes. After a year as
a priest in Castleford he returned to Cambridge, then went to a parish in
Romford, Essex until 1759 before coming to Selby, where he met and, on
Midsummer’s Day in 1759, married Mary Daunt. Mary’s father William was an
apothecary in Selby but died in 1758.
Research in 2005 by Philip Milsom of
Selby Civic Society established that
Smithson was born at No.12, Finkle
Street, Selby on 30th November 1761.
The house is now (Oct 2021) the “ZuZu
Lounge” - formerly it has been named
“JT Mellanbys” (2011), the
“Elizabethan” pub (from 1950s) and
before that “Mellanby Vaults.”
The young Smithson showed an early talent for chemistry, with reports of him as
a child trying to make gunpowder for family fireworks. His father Calvert had
died in 1771, so his mother determined to further Smithson’s education at
various grammar schools – Scorton, near Richmond, Tadcaster and finally at
Beverley Grammar School (below), then close to Beverley Minster.
By 1780 Tennant had gained
knowledge of classical and French
languages and a grounding in
“Natural Philosophy” - Science as
we now know it.
Tennant had hoped to further his
education under Joseph Priestley
(right. above) – famous in 1774 for
discovering “dephlogisticated air” or oxygen as it was later described and
named by Lavoisier - but this proved impossible because of Priestley’s other
commitments, so he switched plans to study with the distinguished physical
chemist Joseph Black (right, below) - proposer of the concepts of latent and
specific heats - at Edinburgh University.
However, on returning to Selby, a domestic accident in 1781, in which his
mother Mary died after being thrown from her horse while riding out with
Smithson, changed all those plans. Mary died intestate, so an application to the
Prerogative Court of York had to be made in 1782 to allow Smithson to inherit
the family estate, which included the house in Finkle Street and parcels of land
around Selby and Brayton. Following the sale of these assets, Smithson was
financially secure for life.
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After studying in Edinburgh with Black, Smithson followed his father’s footsteps to
Cambridge University to study chemistry and botany, initially as a “pensioner”
paying his own fees, and later as a “fellow commoner” able to dine alongside the
tutors at Christ’s College (below, left). He later moved to Emmanuel College,
Cambridge (below, right).

He was a brilliant student, challenging one of the key contemporary tenets of
chemistry – the so-called “phlogiston theory of combustion” – that Lavoisier and
others had discredited by the 1790’s. Reputably somewhat disorganised and
haphazard in his personal life, by contrast Smithson’s scientific discipline and the
recording of his experimental work were exemplary.
To keep abreast of developments in science he travelled widely in Europe throughout his life. In 1784, at the age of 23, he travelled to Denmark and Sweden, meeting the Swedish chemist Carl Scheele (below, as painted in 1775) who was one of
those involved with debunking the phlogiston theory.
In 1785 Tennant was elected to be a Fellow of the Royal
Society at the impressively early age of 23. To give an
idea of what a brilliant achievement this was, cosmologist
Steven Hawking also became FRS at 23. Like Hawking too,
Tennant was later - in 1804 - awarded the Copley Medal,
the top award in British Science “for his various Chemical
Discoveries communicated to the Society, and printed in
several volumes of the Philosophical Transactions.”
Tennant travelled widely through Europe in 1786 and 1792
sharing his knowledge and advising national leaders like
Catherine the Great of Russia. He went to Italy and was in Paris during the turmoil
and terror of the French Revolution, before returning hastily to England, settling in
London’s Garden Court in the Temple.
In 1788, he qualified with a Bachelor of Medicine degree or Physic as it was then
known and met fellow chemist William Wollaston with whom he was later to
collaborate in his discovery of new elements. He published his first scientific paper in the Royal Society’s “Philosophical Transactions” in 1791 - on the structure of
carbon dioxide, proving a conjecture about the gas made by Lavoisier, and
establishing his reputation as a chemist.
He became a Doctor of Medicine – MD – in 1796, but being now financially secure
he decided against practising because of the “hopeless misery” he had observed
when attending London’s hospitals.

Turning his attention next to agriculture – or soil science in today’s terms - he
purchased farmland in Somerset, while in London he experimented on the effects of
manures and seed germination in different soil types. His chemistry studies continued
with a study that showed that diamond and charcoal are simply different forms of
carbon – so-called allotropes. This was the basis of his second paper in 1797 to the
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Royal Society “On the Nature of The Diamond,” a discovery he actually made some
years earlier, but he delayed publication of his results – a not uncommon trait of
Tennant.
His earlier paper in 1797 described the effects of nitric acid on gold and platina – a
native alloy of platinum – a prelude to the work he later did to isolate the two
elements from platinum ore.
In 1800 Tennant and his old chemistry colleague
William Hyde Wollaston (right, in a painting by
Jackson) joined forces and set about establishing a
business producing various organic chemicals for the
textile industries, but their main claim to fame came
from their work with platina. This work culminated in
a
paper of 1804 in which Tennant described the
separation, from solid residues of acid-treated
platina, of two rare metallic elements which he
named osmium (from the smell of its tetroxide –
“osme” means “smell” in Greek) and iridium (after
Iris
the Greek goddess of the rainbow, because of the
colours produced by its compounds). They are the
densest and most unreactive metal elements in the universe and are used in high quality spark plugs and rocket engines.

Meanwhile, Wollaston isolated the elements rhodium and palladium from the soluble
fraction of the acid-treated platina.
Tennant travelled to Ireland and Scotland in 1805 - 1806 and through meetings with
travellers to the Middle and Far East became interested in collecting books and
pictures from those countries.
In 1809 a second riding accident befell him, resulting in injury to his collar bone on a
ride to Brighton, an event that possibly contributed to a decline in his health.
Over the years he had acquired a collection of mineralogical specimens and from
1812 he gave a series of lectures on this subject that were praised for their “great
length; yet the interest of his hearers was never in the least suspended.”
He became Professor of Chemistry at Cambridge in May 1813, lecturing to classes
said to have included Charles Babbage, the father of the computer, and the
astronomer William Herschel, discoverer of the planet Uranus. His lectures were highly
praised for their content and attractive style of delivery. At a time when lecturers
were wont to drone on for hours, his were apparently lively and interspersed with
practical examples, playing to his strengths as a practical scientist.
With other scientists including Humphrey Davy he did the research that led to the discovery of iodine and the principles that determined how a miner's safety lamp can be
made. In June 1814 he communicated his last two papers to the Royal Society - one
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on a simplified method for manufacturing potassium, and the other on an
improved technique for double distillation.

Humphrey Davy

In September 1814 Tennant set off on another journey, this time to the south of
France, where he visited the Roman aqueduct at Pont du Gard and the
Hermitage vineyards at Tain before returning to Paris in November, staying
there over winter until February 1815. At the Channel port bad weather
delayed his crossing and on the afternoon of the 22nd he proposed to a fellowtraveller and Prussian military officer, the Baron von Bulow, a ride on horseback out from Boulogne to the partially built Napoleon’s column. Tennant,
crossing a weakened wooden bridge was thrown from his horse into a ditch
below – a third riding accident - and received a fractured arm and skull which
proved fatal within the hour. He died in the hospital at Boulogne and was
buried in the public cemetery (later known as the Cimetiere de l’Est).
A gravestone was erected by his friends, bearing a simple Latin epitaph
written by his Cambridge friend, John Heys. It is reported that “the stone was
still standing and the epitaph legible in July 1911.”
Smithson Tennant
Universitatis Cantabrigiensis Chemiae Professor,
in Angliam itinere scientiae causa perfecto rediturus,
in vicinis hujus urbis agris casu infelici mortem obiit
XXII Febr. MDCCCXV.

He was buried with honour there, but the area where his grave was located is
now subsumed after the land in the 1960s was commandeered for Boulogne’s
inner ring-road.
He never married, saw his relatives infrequently and died intestate leaving an
estate that was valued at about £5000 (£200,000 in today’s terms). No
images of Tennant are known, and it is said that he made strenuous efforts to
avoid having any recorded. He was described as “tall and slender in his person,
with a thin face and light complexion.”
• David G Lewis, “Smithson

•

•

•
•
•

Tennant Selby’s Scientific
Genius” –– Nov 2011
Copies of this illustrated 40page booklet are available
at £2.00 including p+p contact David Lewis via
dglmeb@gmail.com
John Whishaw, Some
Account of the late Smithson
Tennant Esq. F.R.S., Professor
of Chemistry in the University
of Cambridge. London,
1815.
D McDonald, “Smithson
Tennant FRS (1761-1815)” Notes Rec.R.Soc.Lond., 1962,
17, 77
W P Griffith, Platinum Metals
Rev. - 2004, Vol 48 (4), 182
P Milsom, “Smithson Tennant
FRS”, Selby Civic Society,
2005
W P Griffith, Platinum Metals
Rev. - 2006, Vol 50 (2) 77

In November 2005 Selby Civic Society commissioned and erected a Blue Plaque on Tennant’s
birthplace in Finkle Street – at that time, “The
Elizabethan” public house. Tennant Street in Selby
is named after him, and an annual award to the
'best scientist' at Selby High School is given in his
name.
As John Whishaw recorded after Tennant’s death,
‘His merits were most conspicuous in the intercourse
of social life. His amiable temper, and unaffected desire of giving pleasure, no
less than his superior knowledge and talents, had rendered him highly acceptable
to a numerous and distinguished circle of society, by whom he was justly valued
and is now most sincerely lamented.’
He was a truly remarkable Yorkshireman.
David Moss
The author acknowledges the help and information given by David Lewis and the authors of
the other articles listed left about Smithson Tennant that were used as sources for this article.
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FINDING ANNIE GREAVES
Annie Greaves is perhaps one of Goole’s least well-known success figures, and
the Goole Civic Society are making plans to ensure that Annie is remembered in
the town. 2019 was the Centenary of the Women’s Engineering Society and one of
their tweets told the story of Annie Greaves; born in Goole. Annie was previously
unknown to the members of the Civic Society and was selected to be the recipient
Society’s fourth blue plaque.
Tracing Annie’s life proved to be troublesome, however.
Annie was born in December 1888, in Goole, to parents John and Emma Harris.
During her early years Annie lived at 9 Aire Street. By 1901 the family lived at 3
Jackson Street and her mum worked as a confectioner, a career which Annie followed
into. In 1909 Annie married Somerton Greaves, who earned his money in the
Shipping Industry, and the couple went on to have four children. In the early 1920s
Annie moved into Quarrying and by 1925 was elected to be the first Woman
member of the Institute of Quarry Managers.
One of Annie’s great successes was to invent the Betna Cast Stone. Over her career
Annie was to establish three companies, including the Weeland Sand Co. & CF Harris
Ltd. Annie and Somerton lived apart during the latter part of their marriage and
Annie moved to live Pontefract and Wharfedale with her children. By 1948 Annie
disappears from the records and left a mystery for the Society as to what happened
to her. Annie’s Company’s continued during the 20th century and their records are
available to view on the Companies House. Several active directors are shown with
interests in the Companies and their successors.
To try and find Annie’s later years the Society wrote to several of the Company
directors and thankfully received a reply. In 1948 Annie sold all of her Companies to
a Mr Douglas Middleton-Walker, whose son is a current Company Director, and
remembers his father saying Annie emigrated to Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe)
having sold up. Another search of the records found an Annie emigrating with her son
Keigh and living out her years in Rhodesia. Annie died at the age of 83 in Salisbury
(now Harare), with her death certificate still showing her as a native of Goole.

Royal Hotel

Annie will be commemorated with a blue plaque in Aire Street during early 2022.
Stephen Walker
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WAKEFIELD LEADING THE WAY WITH
BLUE PLAQUES FOR WOMEN
WOMEN ABOLITIONISTS – THE CEMENT OF THE
WHOLE ANTI-SLAVERY BUILDING
I am the director of Dream Time Creative, the arts company that decided to
partner with Wakefield Civic Society after they embraced the idea of
challenging the lack of women on their blue plaques. I first approached
the Society mid-2018 with a question about inequality and the idea of achieving #blueplaqueparity.
I asked a straightforward question. “Where are the women?”
At that time there were only 4 women named on the Society’s blue plaques in
Wakefield as opposed to over 50 men; men either directly referenced for
their achievements or by linking them to buildings or events. Embarrassingly,
the national average for women on plaques is estimated at just less than 13%,
for which there is no excuse. As you can see, the number of blue plaques to
women in Wakefield in 2018 fell even below that.
Gavin Murray, editor of The Wakefield Express, who has thrown his journalistic
weight behind the campaign said in a recent editorial that ‘The aim of
achieving blue plaque parity for women is a beautifully simple idea and one of
immense significance.’
Here in Wakefield, once I was welcomed onto the Society’s executive
committee, we decided to work together to challenge this glaring inequality. I
was delighted when the opportunity came for the Society to support us in our
bid to secure finances to tell the story of three Abolitionist women whose
actions directly changed the political landscape of Wakefield during the 19th
Century. This project was part of our Forgotten Women of Wakefield project
which aims to honour women who contributed significantly to public life in the
city, but whose names have been erased from its history.
Wakefield’s Abolitionist story begins with Ann Hurst in 1826. Ann was the
newspaper owner and proprietor responsible for bringing the horrors of
slavery to the population through her publication, The Wakefield & Halifax
Journal and who was awarded her blue plaque as part of International
Women’s Day 2021. You can read more about Ann Hurst here: Forgotten
Women of Wakefield: Ann Hurst – Yorkshire Bylines
Over the 30 years following Ann’s death in 1832, and even following the
abolition of slavery in Britain and its colonies in 1833, women from Wakefield
continued to campaign for justice on behalf of their slave sisters and brothers
who were still bound in chains elsewhere in the world. The rise of the
Wakefield ladies’ anti-slavery society is set against the backdrop of
significant events that directly affected the attitude and actions of Elizabeth
Dawson, our second Abolitionist woman.
The work of Elizabeth Dawson during the 1850s was set against a history of
continued sexism and misogyny from William Wilberforce, the MP leading the
Abolitionist cause in Parliament.
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As the movement against slavery gained momentum, women were deliberately
and resolutely excluded from the campaign by abolitionist leader William
Wilberforce. In 1825 he made it clear that he disliked what he felt were militant
actions by women when they “met, to publish, to go from house to house stirring
up petitions – these appear to me proceedings unsuited to the female character as
delineated in Scripture.” Wilberforce refused to acknowledge female signatures
on petitions and banned male members of existing anti-slavery societies from
speaking at emerging women’s anti-slavery societies.
Women from Wakefield rejected his view of them entirely. They resisted the
prejudice against them and used their skills and influence to stage protests
through the use of jewellery, pottery and poetry. These creative responses to
their own oppression highlighted their vital role in the anti-slavery movement and
galvanised actions from loyal foot soldiers like Elizabeth Dawson who petitioned,
leafleted, published and spoke passionately in halls, churches and on street
corners.
Women being involved in the anti-slavery campaign never lost
momentum from its initial declarations in 1826 by Ann Hurst, and the ‘Am
I not a Woman & a Sister’ campaign, which began in 1830 and
deliberately echoed the ‘Am I not a Man & a Brother’ slogan adopted by
abolitionists in 1787, and was used by women involved in ladies’
anti-slavery societies to influence the decision makers of the time.
Brooches, cameos and teacups declaring support for the anti-slavery
movement enabled women to be active, not passive protesters within
their own cities and towns. Unlike the suffragist ‘Votes for Women’
movement that began in earnest in 1860 and was led on the whole by
women from the upper classes, ladies in the anti-slavery societies tended
to be more from backgrounds where their families were not involved in
or benefitting from, slavery.
By 1840, resistance against the women’s movement was such that the
World Anti-Slavery Convention in London decreed that women were,
“allowed to watch and listen from the spectators’ gallery but not take part.”
This was opposed by many within the movement and fuelled the question
of equal suffrage across the land.

Wakefield, in response, quickly became a centre of abolitionist activity with
Elizabeth Dawson, a nonconformist, being just 20 years old when her sisters’
voices were being oppressed in London. Elizabeth had been born in Wakefield
but had moved away. She was, however, a frequent visitor and by the age of
37 lived here. Wakefield was a city that was buzzing with abolitionist activity,
centred around the Westgate Unitarian Chapel.
At the same time, women were taking to pulpits to galvanise the Temperance
movement into action. Helen and Eliza Edmonstone, the mixed-race sisters-in-law
of Charles Waterton, were living at Walton Hall and walking freely about
Wakefield whilst being ‘stared at’ (more on Waterton and the Edmonstone sisters
at a later date).
By 1851, when Elizabeth was just 31, Wakefield had elected its first mayor,
George William Harrison, who, as a staunch anti-slavery supporter and
teetotaller, directly enabled the emboldening of increasingly enlightened voices.
Westgate Chapel banned pro-slavery speakers whilst Reverend Higginson led a
national anti-slavery campaign in the nonconformist press.
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Simultaneously, women became increasingly visible and proactive in the
anti-slavery campaign. Their actions played such a vital role that Sir George
Stephen, a fellow abolitionist leader, disagreed with Wilberforce on this issue
and claimed that women’s energy was essential in the success of the movement.
In a letter to the Quaker campaigner Anne Knight he wrote that the ladies’
associations: “Did everything … They circulated publications; they procured the
money to publish; they talked, coaxed and lectured: they got up public meetings
and filled our halls and platforms when the day arrived; they carried round
petitions and enforced the duty of signing them… In a word they formed the
cement of the whole anti-slavery building – without their aid we never should have
kept standing.”
1853 was a pivotal year, when several events came together to highlight deep
divisions and attitudes towards slavery. It began with the invitation of Harriet
Beecher Stowe by the Scottish ladies’ anti-slavery society to deliver a lecture
tour about her novel, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, across Great Britain. Using the
extensive and vibrant women’s network, Harriet visited numerous cities,
including Leeds.
Her book highlighted the appalling conditions slaves faced, and it created
bitter division amongst the elite. This may have been because she was also an
advocate of female suffrage and therefore was a dangerous and powerful
voice representing women’s rights at a time when women had few, and their
slave sisters had none. Charles Waterton of Walton Hall, despite his connection
by marriage to three mixed-race sisters, writes about Harriet Beecher Stowe in
a letter to George Ord dated 8 October 1853: “So, at last, your canting,
cunning calumniating Mrs. Beecher Stowe and her holy husband have left your
Grandfather’s meadows to pass the evening of her life in the well cultivated fields
of the United States! She has the art of humbug at her finger ends. I was in Leeds
the other day when she was to receive money and thanks at a public meeting from
the Mayor of the Borough. I was invited to the farce but I would not go. Having
just dipped into that lying romance, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, I soon saw that it is a
made-up book, and I am sure it contains much of the old trash, in a new dress …
on slavery.” (The Anti-Slavery Reporter, 1958).
Waterton had taken charge of the slave plantations owned by his father,
uncle and brother in British Guiana (now Guyana) and managed them between
1805 and 1812. He later claimed that he “never possessed a slave in my life”.
He was also vociferous in his opinions that slaves were treated well by their
owners – perhaps a reflection of his own management of the Waterton Slave
Plantations.
The abolitionist movement in Wakefield continued to be highly visible with
adaptations at Wakefield’s theatre of Uncle Tom’s Cabin. It was, however,
about this time that Eliza and Helen Edmonstone, sisters-in-law of Charles
Waterton and women of colour, decided to leave Wakefield after ‘an
incident.’
Whilst there is little print evidence before 1857 of Elizabeth’s direct
involvement in the activities of a growing group of women fighting against
slavery, it is not unrealistic to assume that she had been heavily involved in the
movement for some time. It was only when the women felt ready to set up a
formal ladies’ anti-slavery society, that they adopted the constitution of the
Sheffield branch. This is where we find Elizabeth, at the heart of it as its
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secretary.
Their influence was such that they were able to invite important speakers to
Wakefield. No longer only reported in the pro-abolitionist press, their speaker
programme made it into the mainstream. Elizabeth, as secretary, would have
been organising all this and ensuring its success.
Such an interest and momentum had been created that in 1860 Sarah Parker
Remond, our third Abolitionist woman and a woman of colour, international
activist for human rights and women’s suffrage, on tour from America, agreed
to speak to the people of Wakefield. Frederick Douglass, the former slave and
American social reformer, abolitionist, orator, writer, and statesman, who had
visited Wakefield once before in 1847 and spoken passionately about the
horrors of slavery that he had experienced first-hand, joined her. There is little
doubt who was behind that invitation. The ladies’ anti-slavery society was the
only active society at that time. Sarah and Frederick spoke to a packed
audience at the Corn Exchange on Westgate, a testament to the society’s hard
work and dedication.
The rhetoric of the visitors was so powerful, the message so important, that it
was decided to establish a new anti-slavery association, one which included the
whole of the city, regardless of gender, in order to amplify the work done by
the 31 women previously. Elizabeth Dawson was elected as secretary of
Wakefield’s first mixed gender anti-slavery association, a testament to her
years of work for this vital and significant cause.
Elizabeth Dawson and Sarah Parker
Remond now share a blue plaque
for the part they played in
changing the political landscape of
Wakefield. They are numbers 17 &
18 in the Forgotten Women of
Wakefield series which to date
stands at 22 and which, if you add
on the Civic Society’s original 4,
takes the total to 26. In less than 4
years.
We have a long way to go to
achieve #blueplaqueparity and
historically the scales are weighted
against our success but, with my vision and the commitment of Dream Time
Creative combined with Wakefield Civic Society’s shared determination we will
continue to bring herstories to the forefront and will aim to be, by 2028, 100
years after all women got the vote, the first city in the UK to achieve
#blueplaqueparity.
All the women from the Forgotten Women of Wakefield project can be found
at www.forgottenwomenwake.com
Sarah Leah Cobham
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BEVERLEY CELEBRATES ITS
60TH ANNIVERSARY………...
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……..BEVERLEY CELEBRATES ITS
60TH ANNIVERSARY

Chris Burrows
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ADDINGHAM….‘A BEST KEPT VILLAGE’
A nice little story about a prestigious ‘award’ we received 24 years ago and
how we’ve decided to completely restore it. Well, actually the award itself is
a very ornate and elaborate sign fixed to the top of a solid oak post !
In 1997 the Yorkshire Rural Community Council (YRCC) declared Addingham
the winner of their Best Kept Village competition. Over eighty folk attended to
celebrate the presentation of the award. The winner’s “Inn Sign” was to be held
for three years before being passed to the next Best Kept Village. The sign is
ornate, cast, painted metal supported on a “Mouseman” (of Kilburn, North
Yorkshire fame) oak post. Alongside the sign a bench was also presented as a
permanent reminder of the award. Now as things turned out Addingham was
the last recipient of the award and consequently not only did the bench remain
in place but also the sign ! Brilliant.
After twenty four years of service the
bench, having provided respite for many,
gave up the ghost and was removed. The
Civic Society then became concerned about
the condition of the sign and its post. The
decision was taken to cost a professional
restoration and renovation project involving
shot blasting, galvanising, powder coating
and repainting the sign and restoring the
oak post (including the “mouse”). Not cheap
(in fact around £2000 !), but with the generosity of donations from two
residents and the remainder of the cost underwritten by our Parish Council the
renovation is well underway. Whilst very much a Society project it will be
undertaken at ‘nil cost’ to us, although there will no doubt, be some ‘blood
sweat and tears’ involved in clearing the groundwork and the installation,
securing and fixing of a very
substantial post and sign. With a
resident’s generous donation of a
new bench, the grass slope at the
bottom of Old Station Way in the
centre of the Village, should soon
be back to its old self as depicted
in this 1997 photo….
There is even more information
about this event including a video
of the presentation on the
Addingham Photo Archive !!!
All good stuff.
….As a foot note the specialised restoration work on the sign is being
undertaken by a specialist craftsman who has just finished a lengthy gold leaf
painting job at the Tower of London.
Jim Robinson
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ADDINGHAM’S ENVIRONMENT GROUP UPDATE
Our Environment Group is going from strength to strength having recently
been awarded significant grants to help its work on climate change and
biodiversity loss in the village. So I thought for this edition of the Newsletter I
would tell you a little about how our Group proposes to utilise these funds
totalling just under £9500 for the benefit of our Village.
The three Climate Change projects are self explanatory but the actual Village
locations highlighted under our proposed biodiversity work will not mean an
awful lot to you but I think you will get a feel for what’s involved. Significantly,
we will be working hand in hand with the Yorkshire Dales Rivers Trust.
Climate change
The group has been awarded £3,050 to run three projects:
1.

Home energy efficiency – funds to buy a 3D mini thermal imaging
camera and five home energy monitors and to train volunteers in their
use. The aim here is to lend the energy monitors to residents and use the
thermal imaging camera to identify where heat loss occurs within the
home. We’re looking for volunteer residents.

2.

Food waste and composting – the aim is to
encourage residents to compost garden and
kitchen waste using both traditional compost
bins (made from wooden pallets) and
wormeries. We have funds to buy seven
wormeries and already have volunteers to take
them on. The condition is that they then
demonstrate how to use them to neighbours and
other residents. We also plan to invite an expert
from Harlow Carr to provide training in compost
making.

3.

Picture from https://wormcity.co.uk/shop/

Community involvement – we will be redoubling our efforts to encourage
all village residents to move towards zero carbon lifestyles! The grant
will enable us to mount a publicity campaign by providing funds to
design and print leaflets on energy efficiency, composting and other zero
carbon issues and deliver them to every household in the village.

Biodiversity
4. Addingham Moorside Connections – together with the Yorkshire Dales
Rivers Trust (YDRT) we have been awarded a grant from Natural England
of £6400 to work with farmers and landowners to start a project on
protecting, restoring and connecting wildlife habitats across
Addingham Moorside. The first phase has already begun involving a
baseline survey of existing habitats being carried out by local ecology
consultants Haycock and Jay. We’ll be paying special attention to the
condition of our four Local Wildlife Sites: Lumb Ghyll Wood, Stegholes,
Far Bank (the Street) and Brown Bank Marsh (Sea Moor Tarn). Thanks
especially to the farmers and landowners on the Moorside who have
given permission for us to access their land beyond the reach of public
footpaths.
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Bee together - we are now
officially part of the Yorkshire
Dales Millennium Trust’s “Bee
together” pollinator project that
aims to create wildflower
meadows along a B-line from
Lancaster to Leeds. The project
will focus on our wildflower sites
in the village. These include the
Methodist Church graveyard,
Church Field, Old Station Way,
several sites in the Memorial Recreational Ground and the uncut margins
of Hoffman Wood Field as well as any new sites we can find. Our new
status gives us access to help and advice from YDMT but also funds to
buy seeds and equipment. It also gives our village Bee and Butterfly
recording project (now in its third year) a real boost. The picture is a
male red-tailed bumblebee taken by one of our members, Julia
Tomlinson.

I am very proud of the work being undertaken by our Group and if you would
like to learn more about their amazing projects and activities then please check
out their website : https://addinghamenvironmentgroup.org.uk/
Jim Robinson

HORBURY HERITAGE WALKS
Horbury Civic Society Trustee Deb Nicholls leads one of seven heritage
walks on Horbury Heritage Day Saturday 25th September.

The guided walks were enjoyed by over 50 people and the weather was kind.
Graham Roberts
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Civic Societies and North Yorkshire
Council……An opportunity
In July this year the then Secretary of Stage for Housing, Communities and
Local Government, Robert Jenrick, announced that he had accepted the
proposal for a single unitary council for North Yorkshire based on the
boundaries of the current North Yorkshire County Council (NYCC). Elections
for members of the new council will take place in May 2022 and the new
council will come into operation in May 2023.
Ripon Civic Society considered the proposals presented by the existing district
councils for a two-unitary council arrangement and those of the county council.
We made a formal submission in support of the single unitary council having
been convinced that the proposals better addressed the challenges facing local
government in North Yorkshire. Let me summarise our conclusion in three ways.
First, while we identify with the City of Ripon and its hinterland, this
identification extends to the wonderful variety and environmental components
of North Yorkshire, its National Parks, coast, market towns and York itself.
Yorkshire, in a provincial sense, includes the extensive metropolitan and urban
areas of the west and south, along with the cities of York and Kingston upon
Hull, the East Riding along with North Yorkshire. The unitary county for North
Yorkshire provides a sound and secure voice for the rural economy, communities
and environment at not only regional level but also, given its size and
population, at national level. We acknowledge that other civic societies may
have preferred the two-unitary council arrangement for being closer to the
ground.
Second, re-organisation is expected to offer greater value for money. Civic
societies are particularly interested in, if not dependent upon, not only the
specialist services that serve the historic environment and archives, but also
Planning, environment and regeneration. We are less than enthusiastic about
cost saving because the services upon which we rely have been reduced
already to unacceptable levels, but local government can only expect
increasing financial pressure. Social care and public health, education,
communications and housing will restrict funding for cultural, planning,
environmental and recreational services. Accordingly, concentration of these
services in a single unitary council should be more effective and efficient
enabling skills to be better sustained and developed.
Third, NYCC has offered a ‘double-devolution’ approach to governance. North
Yorkshire is a large rural county with an established network of twenty or more
‘parish-ed’ market towns. The two large towns, Harrogate and Scarborough,
are together around only a quarter of the county population. It will be
important for the market towns and their hinterlands to take the opportunity to
provide ‘lower-tier’ services and we are encouraged that the single unitary
council will encourage and support this in an equitable manner. The role of
town and parish councils will become more important, especially with the
potential for local area regeneration organisations. Why does this matter?
From our contact with NYCC, we believe that the time is approaching when the
civic societies’ voice will need to be heard. Looking at what is being achieved in
some metropolitan unitary council areas, we hear civic society voices
contributing widely.
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North Yorkshire’s civic societies, all nine of us (and not forgetting York Civic
Trust) should look to play similar roles as partner, advocate and critical friend.
We will need to build the capacity and capability to do so. If we can work
together to do this, all the better. The recent prospect of a combined authority
(North Yorkshire and York) with its own elected mayor should be further
encouragement.
Christopher Hughes

Wetherby Civic Society
Back In Full Swing
Wetherby Civic Society is now back in full swing with its programme of
visits and talks restarting in August.
During Lockdown we continued to play our full part in trying to preserve the
outstanding physical heritage of our pretty market town by supporting an
enforcement order on the developer of a grade 2 listed building and pushing
Wetherby Town Council to repair the historic Bath House, whose windows had
been broken by vandals. In addition we have been involved in a consultation
with developers and Leeds City Council on the details of an 800 house estate
being built adjacent to Wetherby. However, bureaucracy’s definition of
“consultation” does not match the dictionary of consultation, i.e. “taking into
consideration the views of interested parties”.

Over the weekend of 2/3 October we were involved in Wetherby’s “Green
Weekend” At the Eco Fair on the Saturday we had a manned stand
highlighting the benefits of supporting the Society and our previous involvement
in maintaining Wetherby’s heritage. On the Sunday, we were fortunate that
the weather held for our guided tour of the town’s heritage sites. This ranged
from the construction of the castle in 1145, through the building of our bridge,
the great fire of 1723, the town’s sale in 1824 up until the installation of the
Leaping Salmon (above) in 2000. During the walk we visited the Georgian
Bath House and Gardens and heard how it was used. We were greatly
heartened that two of the visitors were a couple who had been on one of our
previous tours and were so impressed that they came back for more!
Peter Catton
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‘PAPER TIGERS’: A CRITICAL REVIEW
OF STATEMENTS OF COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT IN ENGLAND
‘Paper Tigers’: a critical review of Statements of Community Involvement in
England - a report from University of Reading and commissioned by Civic
Voice.
In the Civic Voice 2020-23 manifesto, Civic Voice committed to a campaign to
strengthen Statements of Community Involvement (SCIs) to set out more clearly
how local planning authorities and developers should be are expected to
meaningfully engage with local communities on planning issues.

This report presented here by the University of Reading is part of a study to
better understand the form, use and potential of SCIs (Statements of
Community Involvement), or similar structuring documents, as a means to frame
meaningful community engagement in planning. The work is part of a research
partnership between the University of Reading and Civic Voice
Overall the research has confirmed that SCIs are an existing tool to frame
participation in planning and the underlying idea of a frame of reference for
all parties involved is sound. Yet SCIs have not realised their potential and
there are several reasons for this, which the report discusses.
The report recommends that SCIs are kept in the planning system but that there
are significant issues to be addressed.
Refreshed and reframed SCIs could be an important element in achieving
the 2020 Planning White Paper aim for ‘world-class civic engagement and
proactive plan-making.
In its final report, the University of Reading have outlined some conclusions and
recommendations to keep in step with the pace of national planning
reform. The report can be accessed via:
‘Paper Tigers’: a critical review of Statements of Community Involvement in
England
Editor - Article dated 18th October 2021
abstracted from www,civicvoice .org.uk
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Future Events/Dates In 2021/2022

Civic Voice’s programme of events in November 2021 can be viewed here:
http://www.civicvoice.org.uk/get-involved/events/
Sat 29th January

YHACS AGM - By Zoom

Reg. Charity No. 1112290
www.yhacs.org.uk

Please send any articles,
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David Moss
Tel: 01757 268 418
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